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Please give any information for the next newsletter
     covering Mar/Apr/May to Penny Masters by

above date  either by
email : admin.romfordcircuit@btconnect.com  or

phone  01708 747930
Thank you

If you have any comments or suggestions about the
newsletter and future editions please contact either

   Rev David Jebb or Penny Masters

DATA PROTECTION
This newsletter contains personal information

including names and addresses.
 Please ensure that it is disposed of properly or

shredded when finished with.

ROMFORD CIRCUIT WEBSITE
      If there is something happening in your churches.
          Please contact the webmaster via email
      djebb2003@gmail.com with the details.
    He will make sure that your church information
      is included on our circuit website.
       Please visit www.romford-circuit.org.uk

mailto:djebb2003@gmail.com
mailto:djebb2003@gmail.com


SUPER’S SOAP BOX

Dear friends,
‘Let our celebration be meaningful’

We are all preparing for the Christmas celebrations where our
focus is mainly connected with the traditional Christmas parties,
carol singing, dramas and other festive events. We will soon be
immersed in the society around us that promotes various sales
and bazaars, dinner dances, extravagant decorations, supermarket
goodies, cakes, ingredients etc. We Christians consciously or
unconsciously, very often tend to get attracted by these external
extravaganzas and miss the real meaning of Christmas and are
often dragged into worldly ‘tamashas’ in the name of Christmas.

We need to remind ourselves that the ‘Incarnation’ points to one
of the greatest sacrifices that God has made for all human beings.
He emptied all His glory, power and authority in order to save you
and me from the clutches of sin and slavery and for that He was
born in a stable. Sacrifice and humility are hallmarks of what God
has done for us at ‘Advent’. It is because of this matchless sacrifice
that God made for us that we could experience forgiveness of sin
and enjoy the fullness of life.

Therefore, it is important that as we prepare for Christmas, that
we do a sincere soul searching within. Do we really understand
the sacrifice God has made for us? Are our celebrations on par
with what God has done for us? In order to sincerely do that, we
need to be vigilant as a Christian community, so as not to be
absorbed into a commercialized and extravagant Christmas that
the world offers us.                                                        Cont……..



Super’s Soap Box Cont…….

We call all our faithful to spend time reflecting upon the true
meaning of Christmas and to use this time to experience and
encounter our God and strengthen our relationship with Him, who
was born amidst us, in order to redeem and save us from sin and
free us from all forms of social injustice. All our celebrations should
enable us to value the salvation we cherish, to experience the inner
peace that Christ’s birth brings to us and to reflect peace and
goodwill among all people. This will also help us worship the Child
Jesus in spirit and truth.

Therefore, we urge all our faithful to be vigilant. Be vigilant of being
co-opted into a commercialized Christmas and instead focus on the
spiritual meaning of the ‘Incarnation’.

We need to remind ourselves that in the Orthodox tradition, a time of
penance, fasting and prayer precedes the celebration of Advent.
Let our celebration be meaningful, appropriate and enable us to
prepare to meet the coming of our Lord.

We wish you and your family a Christ filled Christmas and a healthy
New Year 2019.

Yours as ever

David Jebb
Superintendent Minister



Report from Autumn Synod held on Sept 15th
Gathering for tea and coffee

Opening Worship was led by the Wimbledon Circuit -
They had a unique way of telling us what was going on in the circuit
- by lobbing tennis balls in to the hall.

Followed by the Introductory business - which welcomed new synod
members, apologies and dispensations. notices, Appointments of
Scrutineers; letters of greeting and voting for representatives to
Conference 2019.

The theme of the the day was :

 Our Calling#ModernDisciples.

 The speaker was the Revd. Dr. Jonathan Hustler, Assistant Secretary
of the Conference. there were several slides to illustrate the talk.

There then followed a lively presentation, by Matthew Forsyth from
“all We can” featuring a video on conditions in Malawi and how the
charity is helping there.

- Rev Geoffrey Farrar who is a member of the Marriage and
Relationships Task Group spoke about the on going debates on the
subject. Conference thought that not enough had been achieved
and were asking the Task Group to present a further report to
Conference 2019.

All the Presbyters who are going on sabbatical 2018/2020 were
named.                                                                      Cont…………

News from the Connexion



Synod Cont…….

Synod was asked that permission be granted  that St George’s
Methodist Church, in the  Sutton Circuit could cease to worship.

At 1.15 we broke for lunch. It was a beautiful day that I sat outside in
the square watching the tourists enjoying the sights of Westminster.
After lunch there were 8 workshops which explored

Our Calling#ModernDisciples

●What does social justice mean in an affluent London Borough

●Using Secular music in worship

●Equipped, Empowered and Energised for Evangelism

●Creating permanently affordable housing in London

●Moving from service to justice using community organising.

●From Fact to Truth; Taking our place within the Moving Story of
God’s Peoples.

●Introduction to Church’s responsibilities in respect to Safeguarding.

●Coffee with Nigel, Jongi and Jonathan.

I went to the Moving Story of God’s people which was led by Revd.
Cathy Bird.

It was an informal talk, the moving of people in the bible, our own
moving, stories handed down to us.

By 4pm the day ended and people made their way home

Denise Swanton

For more information about Synod and other district and connexional
events visit the District website



Report from Circuit meeting of September 18th 2018

At this first CM of the Connexional Year Rev Karen Bell led the opening
prayers. We prayed for our churches and for our work in Jesus’ name.

Rev David encouraged everyone present to share any good news from
their churches, to encourage each other and share news of how God was
touching our lives and the lives of each other. We learned that, at HRMC
the ‘Big Build’ was now completed and the church was being put back to
rights, ready for use. A service of celebration, dedication and
thanksgiving was to be held on October 27th at 4. 30 pm, to which all
were invited. HxMC had used a Chapel Aid loan to repaint the church
interior, for a new fence and to roof over part of the building. A Tea Bar
was to be installed in a corner of the church and a projector and screens
in the hall, to encourage more use. HWMC stewards were visiting other
circuit churches to investigate upgrading the current sound system to a
full media centre.

Financially, we were informed that all churches had agreed to increase
their giving to the circuit but that, despite this, finances were still tight.
The delay in letting the Rainham Manse would impact on circuit finances
throughout the year, though there was slight saving because circuit posts
had not yet been filled.

On the Property front, it was reported that the Harold Wood manse had
been repainted internally throughout, with carpets professionally cleaned
and new ones laid to hall, stairs and landing. There had been only 2
weeks between ministers, when 4 weeks were ideally needed between
moves to prevent undue pressure on contractors and manse stewards
and this should be borne in mind for the future. Rev Deji was due to
vacate the Rainham manse on September 28th, after which the premises
would be completely decorated internally and carpets or replaced. The
property would then be put on the rental market with Abbey Estates.
Church and Manse Stewards were reminded to complete their online
Property Returns ASAP.                                                             Cont………



Circuit meeting cont……

Safeguarding work had continued throughout the summer and that she
appreciated the support given to her by the safeguarding officers from
each church. She and Rev KB had been preparing the refresher
safeguarding training on Oct 17th at 7 pm at HWMC and Nov 3rd at 9.
30 am at CMOP. Comprehensive lists had been sent to safeguarding
officers stating clearly which people needed to attend for training or a
refresher. On June 15th 2019, advance safeguarding training would take
place, in conjunction with London District Office. We were urged that
the administrative focus of DBS checks should not detract from the core
work of safeguarding in our churches.

The LP & WL Meeting held on June 21st had been led by Rev Judith
Maizel-Long, who gave an interesting insight into her studies of the
Hebrew language. Mr Manasa Jerera and Mrs Rachel Read had
requested and been given notes to preach. Manasa had given his
moving testimony relating how God had always been with him during
his life, through in good times and bad. His calling to preach was in
response to what God had done in his life and he expressed his
gratitude for the support and love given to him over the past 5 years
and he wanted to serve the circuit which had nurtured him and his
family. Rachel had passed the first 4 units of Worship & Preaching and
had qualified as a Worship Leader at UMC. During the course she had
heard God’s call and had questioned herself about whether she should
take the next step to become a LP. Attending and being part of the
LP&WL Meeting had given her the confidence to take this next step.
The meeting had agreed that they should both be given a ‘note to
preach’.

Denise Swanton had attended and reported that the opening worship
had been led by the Wimbledon Circuit, who had begun by lobbing-in
tennis balls!

The theme for the day had been ‘OurCalling#ModernDisciples’  and was
led by Rev Dr Jonathan Hustler, Assistant Secretary of the Conference,
who used several slides to illustrate his talk.



This was followed by a lively presentation by Matthew Forsyth from
All We Can, featuring a video on conditions in Malawi and how the
charity is helping there. Rev Geoffrey Farrar, a member of the
Marriage and Relationships Task Group, spoke about the ongoing
debates on this subject. Conference thought that not enough had
been achieved and were asking the Task Group to present a further
report to Conference 2019. All Presbyters due on Sabbatical
2018/2020 were named, including Rev Jason Vinyard and Rev Karen
Bell.

Pamela Coles



    The Big Interview with
  Circuit Property Steward
  and Worship leader

 Trevor Pugsley

(Trevor is a Circuit Property Steward and Worship Leader, an active
member of the Methodist Church in Hornchurch and a member of
the COMEFLY Team)

1. Where were you born?  Contrary to popular belief I was not born in the
East End of London I was in fact born in the North Middlesex Hospital
Edmonton North London

2. How long have you lived in Hornchurch or the locality?
I have lived in Hornchurch since 1983

3. What was the name of your first school and who was your first teacher?
It was Flamstead End Primary School Chesunt Hertfordshire where my family
moved to when I was 5 years old and the teachers name Mr Ange

4. What is / was your job? On leaving School I served my apprentiship as a
Cabinet Maker and then continued at Technical College Studying Advanced
Furniture Design And Constuction eventually hoping to teach the subject but
I did not complete the course got slightly bored! Then went on to installing
fitted furniture displays in retail outlets through out the country and the
continent eventually becoming self employed with my own company carrying
out interior refurbishment

5. What were your favourite and least favourite subjects at school? I
detested Maths but loved Geography and Metal Work

6. What is your favourite food? Lots to choose from but I had better say
Joans homemade meatballs in tomato sauce

                                                                                                                    Cont….



The Big Interview  Cont…..

7. What is your favourite film? I have over 250 DVDs so to many to choose but
love historic war films my first choice would be A Bridge To Far and the true
story of Pte Desmond T Doss who refused to bear arms during ww2 against the
Japanese and was awarded the Congressional Medal of Honour In the film
Hacksaw Ridge

8. Other than the Bible, what is your favourite book? Any book on the history
of the British Isles

9. Of the countries that you have visited which has been your favourite?
I love the the Greek Islands but would have to say Crete

10. If money were no object where in the world would you like to travel?
I would choose the Indian Continent as its such a diverse culture

11. If you were stranded on a desert island, who would you ideally want as
your companion – other than a member of your family? As a practical person I
could build a shelter and perhaps survive with what food was avaliable ,so
anybody like minded but would have had an eventful life and could hold serious
and funny conversation Male or Female I am not fussed

12. In the event of a fire at your home what item would you wish to save?
It would have to be my pet Corn snake called Slithering how could I not save
him?

13. How long have you been a Christian? It was in 1995 when I was involved
with the first Hornchurch Passion Play. The last days of Jesus life really got me
thinking and I made a commitment to follow him on that Easter Sunday

14. What is your favourite hymn/ piece of religious music?      So many to
choose I love all the Modern Songs also some Traditional Hymns it has to be I
the Lord of Sea and Sky this is the song that got me of my back side after
listening to Rob Frost preaching at Easter People Events I made a commitment
to go on his Share Jesus Missions for 5 years and through that commitment I
then became a member of the Emmaus Community which encourages other
Christains to think about where they are in their faith and hopefully to move
forward after a attending on a long weekend of spiritual renewal
                                                                                                                   Cont……..



The Big Interview cont…….

15. Do you have a favourite verse / story from the Bible?   Yes Matthew 28
The Great Commission this is is a message that is commanding us as Christains
to be saving souls and bringing people to Christ

16. What has been your greatest achievement in life?      Apart from my
Family it would have to be becoming an Accredited Worship Leader, and also
feeling very humble on receiving a Jack Petchey Achievement Award for work
with young people totally unexpected

17. You’ve been an active church member for years at Hornchurch. How did
your involvement begin? It began before I was a Christian supporting Joan as
she was the then Junior Church Leader and it just progressed from there after
The Passion Play, becoming a Member of Hornchurch and it just progressed
from there

18. How would you like to see the Christian Church in general, and Romford
Circuit churches in particular Change in the next five years, and what do you
think is likely happen in reality?       All Christian Denominations working
together in unity no matter what their teachings are, there is strength in unity.
Let the Holy Spirit take control and hopefully change the World.
The Romford Circuit becoming less focused on Business meetings! And letting
God take control. In reality mmmmm!

19. We entered in to a Cluster based and mission focused Team Ministry in
September 2018. What are your hopes and dreams for an ideal Circuit?
Each Church working together as a team supporting each other supporting
Circuit events and Ministers work load being reduced by employed Lay
Workers. Churches joining together for Prayer Meetings ,Bible Study Alpha
Courses,Membership Classes, Big Worship Events and of Course Come Fly
Events which have received positive responses from those who have attended.

20. Where do you want the Circuit to be in 2020? Each member of the
Circuit bringing at least one person to Christ! That is my prayer for 2020



Updates from the Mission Outreach Project Management Team

'As we move forward with the mission outreach project we continue to
be challenged by the vision of the previous members to build
relationships with the community at Collier Row and to spread the
good news of Jesus Christ.

One project, which is a great success, is 'Play Together' in partnership
with Homestart. The toddlers and their carers have seen the hall and
toilets repainted in burnt orange and white with orange blinds at the
windows which has brightened up this area. They enjoy the space and
the singing time at the end of each session. Last week we made
handprints of the children and have built a picture of a Christmas Tree,
which seems strange in November, but this is because the sessions will
finish on December 6th for the Christmas break so we are celebrating
early.

John Mann has hosted an internet café where eight church members
from across the circuit are learning the joy of computers. They are
doing well, and not only learning but enjoying fellowship together.

The hirers continue to be faithful to the building and enjoy the space.

The Safeguarding Meeting in the church offered a good space and was
well led by Hilary Bull, our Circuit Safeguarding Officer and Reverend
Karen Bell. It was challenging and informative, with time for
conversation and the obligatory tea and coffee break and chocolate
biscuits to re-energise everyone, plus a certificate at the end of the
meeting.



CMOP Cont…….
We are in the process of trying to find a building manager, to
maintain the building on a part time basis, so I have included the
advert for your consideration. Volunteers are always needed, as in
any church situation where outreach and mission are the aim, so
please let us know if you have an hour or two to spare or a talent
you could use to reach out to others, and we will support you in this
important work for God's glory.

Nothing is impossible with God so we continue to work together to
build this centre of mission with hope in our hearts and minds.

The Management team are: Rev David Jebb, Rev Karen Bell, Joan
Pugsley, Pamela Coles, Suzanne Pearson, Debby Freeman, Thomas
Smith, Tim Banks and Jonathan Coles.

Please continue to support the work with prayer. Thank you.

Joan Pugsley  - on behalf of CMOP management team



ROMFORD METHODIST CIRCUIT
MISSION OUTREACH PROJECT

Part time Job Vacancy

Building Manager at the
Circuit Mission and Outreach Project

Clockhouse Lane, Collier Row.

5 hours per week, under contract, at the London living wage
rate of £10.55 per hour

Job Description:
◆ Taking bookings for hiring the building, which may include opening up for them. Keys

to the building would only be given if hirers signed the relevant contract, which would
include a refundable deposit on return of the key, and the property was left in good
order.

◆ Maintaining records and sending out monthly invoices to hirers and answering any
queries from them, using the computer and phone facilities already on site.

◆ To ensure toilet facilities are kept stocked with toilet rolls, soap and air fresheners.
This will include replacing stock when required.

◆ Removing rubbish and replacing bin and recycling bags regularly.

This is an opportunity to be part of the team managing the
mission project and is a vital role in the ongoing work of

outreach to the community.
Please let Rev David Jebb (djebb2003@gmail.com)  or Senior

Circuit Steward Joan Pugsley (joanypugs@aol.com)  know if you
would like to be considered for this important work as soon as

possible.

May God be with you as you pray about this vacancy.
Is he calling you to be part of the Mission and Outreach project?



                                  COME FLY 6
On Saturday 20th  October we held the sixth COME FLY event at the
Upminster MC. A total of 62 people came with a good mix of those
who had been to previous events and those who were attending for
the first time.
We were all greeted with hot drinks and lovely pastries for which we
are very grateful to the members of Upminster who manned the
kitchen both at the start and later for lunch.

The theme was “Church beyond the Buildings” and we were very
lucky to have the Executive Director of HOPE, Mr Roy Crowne, as our
keynote speaker.

Roy has lots of experience of working outside church walls and asked
us to focus on seeing what Jesus would see, feeling how Jesus would
feel and reacting to all situations from this perspective. He had some
wonderful stories from personal experience and pointed out that if
we wait for outsiders to come to church we will get very lonely and
grow smaller in number. He encouraged us to think about how we
can go out to work within the community.
                        Cont…….



COMEFLY cont….

He continued this theme in the workshop called “Hope and evangelism”.
The other two workshops were “Drama sketches” and “Disability part 2”.
The former was led by Kevin Walsh, a professional actor who trained at
the RADA. He has taken the role of Jesus in and directed the Hornchurch
Passion Play. His group gave a wonderful presentation of the story of the
Prodigal Son in a modern setting making the story more relevant to
today.

The Disability workshop was led by Rev Karen Bell who got us thinking
about how our buildings can in themselves create problems for people
with disabilities and how we might make some small changes which can
make church more accessible and welcoming for many others. This
would lead to the church being a truly inclusive society as we were
meant to be.
The worship at the start and to close after the workshops was led by Rev
Jason Vinyard with a wonderful choice of hymns which reflected the
theme of the event. Finally we all shared a delicious lunch provided by
all the churches and enjoyed a good chat with friends from around the
circuit.
The feedback from the event has been very positive and many people
have said that apart from the message of the day the fellowship enjoyed
made the event special. We hope that all attendees will return to their
church with some ideas for taking the church beyond the building.
The next COME Fly event is to be held on Saturday 2 March 2019. We
hope that you will put the date in your diary and join us at the Circuit
Mission Outreach Centre at Collier Row.
Janice Gowlett



Worship leaders

Worship leaders are members of the Methodist church who have
been trained and commissioned to share in preparing and leading
worship alongside the minister or Local Preacher appointed to lead
an act of worship. Their role may include choosing and leading music
and prayers, reading Bible passages or other readings, facilitating
dance or drama and any other aspect of the act of worship other than
the sermon. This will depend on the context and the gifts and skills of
the worship leader and those around them. Their knowledge and
understanding of the local context also enables them to shape
worship that is appropriate for the congregation.
The  minister or local preacher retains overall responsibility for the
act of worship, but works collaboratively with others to prepare and
lead it.
In the Romford Circuit we are blessed with 10 worship leaders.

Mr John Alexander        Brentwood
Mrs Kathie Bishop           Brentwood
Mrs Pamela Coles             Harold Wood
Mrs Sue Farrow              Rainham
Mr Peter Howe               Havering Road
Mrs Jenet Jebb                Trinity
Mrs Sylvia Pomphrey     Brentwood
Mr Trevor Pugsley          Hornchurch
Mrs Denise Swanton    Brentwood
Mr Stainer Thomas        Brentwood

For contact details please see Circuit Directory or contact Local
 church steward directly



     News from the
    East Cluster
       Aveley    Brentwood
    Farmlands   Rainham
 South Ockendon Upminster



Greetings East Cluster!

Luke 2:9- 11 Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to
them,

‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the
people: 11 to you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the
Christ, the Lord.
In the scriptures, everyone always seems to be 'terrified' when the Angels
appear. Have you noticed that? The message in Luke's Gospel is clear, this is
'good news of great joy for all the people'. The incarnation. Flesh, blood, bones
- all of it. With us, and for all of us. No distinctions, no divides, no barriers –
The Christ, in the incarnation of Jesus, is born for YOU. Wow. God Really is with
us, and this is 'good news of great joy…’.
It's been a joy to gather together, in the name of Jesus, at the various Church
Councils, Bible Studies, Communion Groups, Cluster Meetings, Safeguarding
Meetings, ComeFly and other events and services. And, God WAS with us. We
begin to discern what we need to attend to, where we need resources, what
we need to stop doing, and what we need to begin doing. And, God, WAS and
WILL BE with us. We listen to each other, share each other’s joys - and
concerns. And, God is always with us.

Advent Courses and Bible studies will take place – do look out for the dates.
And, God will be with us. The New Year, the Covenant Services. And, God will
be with us.

God is with us, Alleluia
Come to save us, Alleluia

And, in all we do, may we discern how WE can be, 'good news of great joy for
all the people'.
What a significant agenda item this could be for all Church Councils!

Revd Jason and Revd Joseph



SOUTH OCKENDON
We at South Ockendon held our Harvest service which was led by Joan
Pugsley.  Lunch followed with various offerings prepared by members of
the congregation.
Our Bible Studies held on Wednesday afternoons are flourishing and we
hope to hold future monthly evening Bible Studies.  Joseph is becoming
acquainted with our regular activities and our Sunday School is also
flourishing.

UPMINSTER
Sunday 16th September heralded another exciting session of fun for those
attending Messy Church. Based around the theme of Harvest and the
story of Ruth, illustrated using a video clip, children (and their carers) had
fun completing a range of activities including salt dough modelling,
making paper flowers and stained glass windows, completing a giant
drawing, decorating biscuits, and a hunt for treasure (pasta!) in a sand
tray. This was followed by a short act of worship in the church and then
games and a pizza lunch. What did the children think of it? Well - here are
a few quotes collected on the day:
     'Really, really good fun'
     'Cool and amazing'
    ' I love it! It's the best ever!'
     'It's the first time I've come and I'm definitely coming again!'
We had our second 'Local Arrangement' of the quarter at the beginning of
November. We decided to try 'Something Different'. Following the theme
from the Roots Ecumenical Partnership programme , we selected verses
from Mark 10, particularly focusing on 'love and blessings' in vs 13 - 16 .
Our worship began in the church with a short service. After about 20
minutes, we split into self-selected groups and moved into the halls or
chancel, for a similar amount of time. Some joined a Bible Study group or
participated in a prayer/meditation session. Others took the chance to
find out what goes on in Junior Church or in Shout (our teenage group) by
joining them, completing similar activities and participating in discussions.
Others remained quietly within the church. Having learned a modern
version of a hymn, with a rap background, the impromptu music group
entertained us whilst we enjoyed a cup of coffee after our busy morning!
The venture was well received and is something we will consider
repeating in the future.



Christmas Tree Festival 2018

1st December -9th December

Upminster Methodist Church is getting ready
 for the annual Christmas Tree Festival. This will
 be the eighth year the church has arranged this
 and we think it provides a lovely introduction to
the Christmas season suitable for all ages.

The theme this year is “What’s on the Box?” –so look out for trees
decorated on this theme of favourite programmes past and present.
As usual we have invited local schools and organisations from the
church and community to decorate trees for this event using this idea.
The opening times are Saturdays 10-5pm
                                     Sundays    2-5pm
                                     Weekdays 2-6pm

Refreshments are available every day.

The Festival opens on Saturday 1st December at 10am with a
Christmas Market. The church halls will be filled with craft and charity
stalls selling cards, gifts, cakes and other goods.

 We would be delighted to have visits from church and community
groups during the week to see the trees. Entrance is free: donations
to our chosen charities.

 At 7pm on Saturday 1st December in the church, we host a concert
of Christmas music.  The United Singers Choral Ensemble join with
the Upminster Golf Club choir and the church choir in a combined
Christmas concert. It will certainly raise the roof ! Tickets will be
available from the church Office.
For more details please contact the Church Office 01708222278 or
email upmethodistchurch@btinternet.com



       News from the
  West Cluster
    Gidea Park   Harold Wood
 Havering Road   Hornchurch
                Trinity



WEST CLUSTER – A reflection

Our team of five churches ( + Circuit Mission Outreach Project Centre) is full of
variety and opportunity as Karen & myself minister to the growing areas in our
communities. We have observed that there is an opportunity to serve with five
outward-looking churches and slowly but steadily beginning to work well together,
with specific responsibility for five different areas in the Borough of Havering. All the
churches in the Cluster will continue to have the prayerful and pastoral, ministerial,
spiritual and practical support of a committed team of Presbyters, Lay Worker and a
dedicated team of Church Leaders and Volunteers.

This is a wonderful opportunity to be part of the team providing ministry across our
five churches, with scope to develop our work with schools and young and old
people, and to pursue other relevant skills and interests. We are looking forward to
our next Cluster Church Stewards and Ministers meeting to implement a few plans
and ideas in 2019.

Since September, Karen & I visited all our five churches and attended the church
council meetings, pastoral meetings, planning meetings, stewards’ meetings,
worship consultation meetings, coffee mornings and lunches, so far and will have
significant input in all five churches in the future as well.

Karen & I are members of all five Church Councils and we have come to enjoy the
benefits of working as a team. We will continue to meet one morning per month for
a time of prayer together followed by a cluster staff meeting with our lay worker as
part of the line mangers’ meeting. We intended to focus Team resources on five
churches and how that can be developed to encourage the lay members to take
active role in the development of a mission strategy for the churches to grow
including encouraging others to be part of the journey together.

Circuit is having a significant impact on us as we look to grow our churches. We look
forward to working with new and old lay leaderships actively contributing to a new
mission and outreach in our own local communities as they bring their own insights
and experience.

We believe that God's churches here in our Circuit have much to offer all the people
who live and work within this diverse and exciting area and we warmly welcome
everyone to join us in our journey to pray and develop God’s Ministry in and beyond
our church walls.

Finally, as most people know the road to success is not always a straight one, and
that’s where qualities like resilience and adaptability become important for all of us.

   Rev David Jebb  and  Rev Karen Bell



Gidea Park
For some years, Gidea Park and Harold Wood churches have
organised and shared an Advent Course and a Lent Course each
year. This year we are inviting members of the other three
churches in our new cluster to join us for the 2018 Advent Course
and we would be glad if you would pass on this invitation to
anyone you feel might like to come.
We will be meeting at Gidea Park church on four consecutive
Thursday afternoons at 1.00pm for a simple lunch and 2.00pm for
the course (lasting about an hour) :
Thursdays 22nd and 29th November
Thursdays 6th and 13th December
To get the full benefit, members will need a copy of the Course
Booklet "Life to the Full" from York Courses (costing about £3),
which I can order, given sufficient notice, or you could order in one
batch for your group :
https://www.yorkcourses.co.uk/product/life-to-the-full/
Please contact Malcolm Richardson if you need any further details

Harold Wood
During the summer break we took advantage of the lack of regular
organizations meeting on our premises to tackle some of the
‘Cinderella’ jobs, such as clearing, repainting and refurbishing our
‘walk-in’ cupboards. It’s amazing what we found!

Since September we have settled-in to being part of the West
Cluster and are enjoying the benefits, not only of having two
ministers with pastoral oversight, but the added bonus of Penny
Masters, our lay pastoral worker. On October 14th Rev David Jebb
led our 110th Church Anniversary celebrations. So many hours
were spent planning for our Centenary ten years ago and now we
are marvelling that another ten years have sped by!

Our particular focus for the next year will be on mission and
outreach.



Havering Road The Big build is open!

Opening and celebration of new building
         on Sat 27th October



Trinity
A Singing Group – The Trinity Singers- was formed some 12 months ago
at Trinity and has regularly sung before the service starts and during
Communion or the Offertory. It will be celebrating its Anniversary on
Sunday 18th Nov with some special items.

A Candle Memorial service is being arranged for 3pm on Sunday 25th
November at which members and friends are invited to remember and
pray for those who have “gone to glory”. This is open to anyone and if
you would care to be involved please let Penny Masters know. Then the
season of Advent starts and we will be using an Advent liturgy to open
our services. The Gift service (gifts given for the use of people in need)
will be on Dec 9th followed by a Nativity service in the morning of Dec
16th with our Candlelight Service in the evening ay 6-30pm. We shall
be holding Christmas Eve and New Year’s Eve services, both at 11-00pm
as well as a Christmas Day service at 10-30am and friends from other
Cluster churches would be welcome. Trinity people hope to join with
Gidea Park or Harold Wood to take part in an Advent course.

We are looking forward to receive 9 new members at the Confirmation
Service on Advent Sunday 2ⁿd December. A group of nine people have
followed through a series of preparation classes on membership and
Christian discipleship course during this year.

Unfortunately we will be unable to have our Sheep Trail this year but
we are hoping to have some of our sheep present at a ‘Messy Style’
event on Friday 7th December.
Our Annual Covenant service will be on Sunday 6th Jan and we are
hoping to obtain a preacher from another denomination during the
Week of prayer for Christian Unity.



In the second account of the creation (Genesis chapter 2), the writer
describes YHWH as realising that the human being Adam, having been
put to work in the Garden of Eden, needed help. “It is not good for the
man to be alone,” He said. He brought to Adam all living creatures to see
what names he would give them, and Adam named everything. Nothing
however seemed to be man’s best friend, not even the dog! YHWH
solved the problem by putting Adam to sleep, and it was from Adam’s
own body that Eve was formed.
She became wo-man (wo being a Hebrew particle meaning ‘from’), and
Adam said:           This really is bone from my bone,

My flesh and her flesh are the same,
                  From man she is formed, form man she has come,
                     And so shall as Wo-man be known.”
Eve, according to the writer, was created out of Adam only after YHWH
Elohim had warned Adam on penalty of death not to eat from the tree of
knowledge of good and evil. Eve however knew of the warning either in-
stinctively or because she had absorbed this with the transplant. The fact
remains that she knew and told the crafty serpent that she wasn’t going to
fall for his suggestion – yet she did. Now there are men who say that Eve
was the one who introduced disobedience to YHWH’s commands, and
therefore committed the first sin. This they use as an excuse to suggest
that women are unreliable, but she only gave way because the fruit was
good to eat and pretty to look at. Practical, she wasn’t going to let any-
thing go to waste. Nor did she make any attempt to keep it for herself, like
some man might have done.
When YHWH found out what had happened, Adam, like most men, had to
blame somebody else, and the only person around at the time was Eve, so
she was dropped right in it. That doesn’t say much for Adam.
            Cont………….

WOMEN IN THE BIBLE

EVE - THE FIRST LADY



Eve Cont……..

The writer of Genesis uses the episode to account for the fact that woman’s
life, work and childbirth are often hard and painful, but in a different way
from the way that men seem to be condemned to a life of toil and
responsibility, but equally difficult and stressful. Yet out of suffering comes
something good. Adam could see that his woman would be the source of all
life, and gave her a special name CHAWA, that we traditionally transliterate
as EVE; the meaning of the Hebrew word is “life”. She became in due course
the mother of a son whom she called CAIN (which meant ‘acquired’)
because she had somehow acquired a son. Then she had another son, a
very different sort of child that she instinctively knew would not live long;
that is why she have him the name ABEL, ‘temporary’. Once again Eve
seemed to have this innate knowledge which is so incomprehensible to a
mere man. After Cain had killed Abel in their dispute and disappeared to
another country, Eve bore Adam another son, called SETH ‘Compensation’.
It was through Seth that the line ran on.
Eve has not one of St. Paul’s favourites, for St. Paul puts all the blame on Eve
for Adam’s disobedience (1 Tim. 2  vv.13-14)), and also suggests to the
Corinthians  (2 Cor. 11 v.3) that the deception of the woman Eve might be
the forerunner of the deception of the church, the bride of Christ. This low
conception of women remains with us to this day in many places, not least
in some parts of the Christian church, but if we are really honest the human
race could not continue without the daughters of Eve, for they really do
know things and do things in a different way to a man.
                                                                                 John Woodbridge.



EVE Cont ………….                   ENID writes:
Whether you consider Eve to be a mythical character or an historical figure,
the effect of her story has been the same.   The image of Eve as temptress
in the Bible has resulted in an extremely negative impact on women
throughout the Judaeo-Christian tradition.  All women were believed to
have inherited from their mother, the Biblical Eve, both her guilt and her
guile.  Consequently, they were of the cursed female sex, all untrustworthy
and morally inferior. In fact, an ancient Jewish manuscript says that Satan
and Eve were created on the same day!  Orthodox Jews continue to pray
even today “Blessed be God, king of the universe, who hast not made me
a woman”.  In the Christian church, leaders from St.Paul through Tertullian,
Augustine, Thomas Aquinas, to Martin Luther, and to some branches of the
church today, women were and are considered not only inferior to men but
creatures to be feared.   This is ironic when you consider the creation story
- “male and female created he them”.   As one creation, neither could blame
the other for sinning, but how they tried!

Disobedience meant losing Paradise, but as one theologian put it: “losing
the earthly paradise, though Biblically tragic, was ultimately what
distinguished Adam and Eve from all the other creatures.  By eating of the
Tree of Knowledge, Eve displayed the independence of thought that would
characterize human behaviour from that moment.  Human beings could
now discriminate between good and bad, a quality not possessed by
animals.”

Of course men and women are not the same – vive la difference!  But “men
from Mars:  women from Venus” as the new-agers claim?  “There would
be no wars if women were in charge” people say.  We persist in such
stereotypes, but women in charge can be far more authoritarian than men;
men in discussion can be far more illogical than women – and so on.  The
truth is the two halves make a very good whole when in co-operative love
rather than disparaging rivalry.  That is the aim of the church; a group of
very different people being made into one body, that of Christ in the world
of their time.
                                                           Enid Osborne.



TRINITY  METHODIST  CHURCH
ANGEL WAY, ROMFORD, RM1 1JH

‘Christmas At Home’
Friday 14th Dec
11.30 – 4PM

Cost £4.00

Come and join us for Christmas Lunch with pudding
and mince pies, activities and afternoon tea

If you are interested in coming please fill in the form
and return ASAP thank you

For any further information contact:
Penny 01708 769517 or Trinity Church  01708 747930

Forms available from Trinity Church and individual churches
from Nov





Christmas or Xmas?

Christmas is also sometimes known as Xmas. Some people don't
think it's correct to call Christmas 'Xmas' as that takes the 'Christ'
(Jesus) out of Christmas. (As Christmas comes from Christ-Mass,
the Church service that celebrated the birth of Jesus.)

But that is not quite right! In the Greek language
and alphabet, the letter that looks like an X is the
Greek letter chi / Χ (pronounced 'kye' - it rhymes with 'eye') which
is the first letter of the Greek word for Christ, Christos.

The early church used the first two letters of Christos in the Greek
alphabet 'chi' and 'rho' to create a monogram (symbol) to represent
the name of Jesus. This looks like an X with a small p on the top:

The symbol of a fish is sometimes used by Christians (you might
see a fish sticker on a car or someone wearing a little fish badge).
This comes from the time when the first Christians had to meet in
secret, as the Romans wanted to kill them (before Emperor
Constantine became a Christian). Jesus had said that he wanted to
make his followers 'Fishers of Men', so people started to use that
symbol.
When two Christians met, one person drew half a
basic fish shape (often using their foot in the
dust on the ground) and the other person drew
the other half of the fish. The Greek word for fish is 'Ikthus' or
'Ichthys'. There are five Greek letters in the word. It can also make
up a sentence of Christian beliefs 'Ie-sous Christos Theou Huios
So-te-r' which in English means "Jesus Christ, Son of God,
Saviour". The second letter of these five letter is X or Christos!

        So Xmas can also mean Christmas; but it should also be
   pronounced 'Christmas' rather than 'ex-mas'!



March  2019
Sat 2ⁿd        COMEFLY 7 at CMOP   9.30-1pm
      With special guest Mr Andy Frost
Weds 6th    Circuit Ash Wednesday service 7.45pm    HWMC
Sat 9th        Circuit Safeguarding Foundation module 1
              training  at UMC     9 for 9.30am-12 noon
Mon 25th   Sabbatical support  group meeting 11am   BWMC

April 2019
Sat 6th           Representatives Synod MCHW    10am - 2pm
          Stationing training at MCHW     2-4pm

September 2019
Sat 14th        Representatives Synod  MCHW 10am - 4pm

November 2019
Sat 16th           LP&WL 9.30-1pm Study day with guest speaker
           Rev Paul Wood CMOP



LECTIONARY READINGS
          YEAR C

December 2ⁿd                      1st Sunday in Advent
Jeremiah 33:14-16  Psalm 25:1-10  1 Thess 3:9-13  Luke 21:25-36
December 9th                      2ⁿd Sunday in Advent
Baruch 5:1-9 or Malachi 3:1-4  Philippians 1:3-11  Luke 3:1-6
December16th                      3rd Sunday in Advent
Zephaniah 3:14-20  Isaiah 12:2-6  Phil 4:4-7  Luke 3:1-6
December 23rd                    4th  Sunday in Advent
Micah 5:2-5a  Luke 1:46b-55  or Psalm 80:1-7  Hebrews 10:5-10
Luke 1:39-45, (46-55)
December 30th                    1st  Sunday of Christmas
I  Sam 2:18-20,26  Psalm 148  Col 3:12-17  Luke 2:41-52

January 6th 2019                 2ⁿd Sunday of Christmas
Jeremiah 31:7-14  Psalm 147:12-20  Eph 1:3-14  John 1:(1-9) 10-18
January 13th
Isaiah 43:1-7  Psalm 29  Acts 8:14-17  Luke 3:15-17,21-22
January 20th
Isaiah 62: 1-5  Psalm 36:5-10  1 Cor 12:1-11  John 2:1-11
January 27th
Nehemiah 8:1-3,5-6,8-10  Psalm 19  1 Cor 12:12-31a  Luke 4:14-21

February  3rd
Jeremiah 1:4-10  Psalm 71:1-6  1 Cor 13:1-13  Luke 4:21-30
February 10th
Isaiah 6:1-8 (9-13)  Psalm 138  1Cor 15:1-11  Luke 5:1-11
February 17th
Deut 26: 1-11  Psalm 91:1-2,9-16  Romans 10:8b-13  Luke 4:1-13
February 24th
Genesis 15:1-12,17-18  Psalm 27  Phil 3:17-4:1  Luke 14:27-33



DECEMBER

Sat 1st        Christmas Tree festival concert     Upminster (See poster)
Sat 1st        10-12am Guild ‘Cake and coffee’ morning HWMC
1st-9th        Christmas Tree festival       Upminster
Thurs 6th   8pm Church Treasurers meeting  HWMC
Fri 7th 3.30-6pm   Sheeptrail event  Trinity - TBC
Tues 11th   6pm ‘Rainbow Trust’ Concert  Trinity
Fri 14th      Christmas ‘At Home’ Trinity    Details available from Nov

JANUARY

Thurs 17th  7 for 7.30pm LP&WL meeting CMOP centre
Tues 22ⁿd   7.30pm Circuit Meeting  HWMC
Thurs 24th  7.30pm West Cluster Church stewards and Ministers
                meeting  HRMC

Weds 30th  7.30pm Circuit Property Stewards meeting HCMC

FEBRUARY

FOR ALL CAROL SERVICES, CHRISTMAS WEEK AND
NEW YEAR EVENTS SEE SEPARATE ‘CLUSTER’ FLYERS


